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PO N the earneſt Diſcourſe 
there paſt lately between 
us about our Publick Af. 
fairs, I cannot but be induc'd — 4 
do giße you the Trouble of — | 
this Paper. In ſuch Confe- | 
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„ trences things are apt, gene: 
rally to he imperfect and conſus'd: and be- | 
cauſe T- take. the Matter to be of great mo- 
ment, and wherein abundance, of Perſons . 
may more or leſs be concerned, I ſhall take 


the Pains to put my Thoughts together up- a 
on this Subject; and offer them as to your. | 
candid, ſo your more deliberate: Coolide- | 
ration. 4 ho 2&8 N | ET 3 [55.09 dt f { | 
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There is, as J intimated, a great Variety 


at this time amongſt the Tories: Some are 
only diſſatisfied with the Changes the King 
hath made in moſt Places of the Govern- 


ment; that the Whigs, and not the Tories, 


are in the Adminiſtration ; that the Church, 
as they imagine, is in Danger by it; and that 
Things can never be right in this, or in the 


State, till the latter are again reſtored to 
Power: With all this, Prejudice and Re— 
ſentment, Paſſion and Animoſity, have alſo, 
I fear, a great Stroke; and make that dan- 
gerous or terrible to em, which otherwiſe 
would appear in another manner: This, I 
ſay, they are diſcontented with: but they 

are againſt, at the ſame time, any: Intereſts. 
of the Pretender; or the raiſing, of any pub- 


lick Inſurrections: And of this ſort, I hope, 
are: the Generality ; and that nothing will 


draw, em any farte r. TJ nil 
Others there are, not only with the former 
much diſcontented, but to that degree, as to 
promote a Rebellion againſt the preſent Go- 
vernment; to join with that in Scotland, and 
plainly eſpoufe the Cauſe of the Pretender. 
What I ſhall fay, ſhall be levell'd in a 
fort againſt botlf theſe : for both I take, in 


their reſpective degrees, to be unhappily diſ- 


affected at this Juncture; tho? with a great 
diſtinction, as mutt be own'd, amongſt em: 


eſpeclally if the former ſhall not ſo much as 


10 


"$4 
in the leaſt wiſh the Succeſs of the Re- 
bellion. D e 

It was Sor rates his way, we have been told 
by ſome, to Midwife Truth into the World 
by Queſtions : T pretend not to the Genius 
of that great Man : but becauſe it ſeems to 
be the ſhorteſt Method, and alſo equally 
forcible; I ſhall offer what I have to ſay, 
chiefly, in the way of Queries propos'd and 
ſubmitted to you. TS... 
I demand then, firſt, Whether our pre- 

ſent King George be not our truly Rightful 
and Lawful Prince; ſo far as ſolemn, legal, 
and repeated Eſtabliſhments can ſo make 
Him? Whether the Generality of the To- 
ries themſelves did not always look upon 
Him, and at laſt receive Him, as ſuch ? 
Whether, in all Publick Places, they have 
not Sworn to Him, as well as in the ſtrict- 
eſt manner Abjur*d the Pretender? Whe- 
ther the. Clergy in particular have nor 
done this; as well as Prayed for Him and 
his Family, ever ſince his happy Acceſſion 
to the Throne? To ſay nothing of what 
was done before. + 

I demand further, Whether He doth not 
ſtrictly Govern us according to our Laws ? 
If He hath not taken all the Opportunities 
that He well could, to declare that He will 
ever do ſo? Hath Hein any Thing broken 
his Word to us? Or hath He been known 

ws here- 


(6) . 
heretofore to be a Breaker of it? Is He 
not known, on the contrary, to be a faithful 
Adherer to it? And was it not the Cha- 

| rater given Him by Lord Strafford in Hol- 

fe land, that 'He was à Prince noted for his 

18 Faithſulneſs to his World? 


— 


Hath He not particularly declared, That 
He will Prote& and : Uphold the Church 
Eſtabliſb' d? Is He not by Oath and Ho- 
nour obliged to do it? And doth He not | 
live alſo, and fo the whole Royal Family, 
in a conſtant Communion with it? Hath 
He not already given It, poplickty and pri- 
vately, real Marks of his Favour ? Or hath 
He in any thing ſhewn a Diſaffection to it? 
Doth He put any Perſons in Places of Truſt, 
« Civil or Military, not qualified according, to 
Law? Or can He have any poſlible Inte- 
|| reſt to deſtroy it ? Is He not rather, by his 
14 native Principles, above, than below it? 
Much nearer to our Church, than to any 
of our Diſſenters whatſo ever. 
To proceed: Are not the Body of thoſe 
call'd Lom. Churchmen, and whom, it feems, 
He is pleas'd chiefly to favour, cordiat De- 
clarers for the Intereſts of the Church? Do 
they not obſerve its Orders, frequent its 
Worſhip, revere its Conſtitutions, Act, 
Preach, or Write for it, as well as others: 
Is it not only ſome Moderation of Temper, 
ſome Heights or Degrees in religious, or elſe 
3 8 po- 
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7) 
litical Affairs, that they differ about? Let 


any, where they live, examine the Nobili- 
ty, Gentry, or Clergy, that are of this 
Way; and with theſe, the Prelates them- 
ſelves, or whatſoever others ; and ſee what 
further Difference they can find between 


— 


. oo bal ie 3M 
If in Conſcience they think this the moſt 
Chriſtian Temper, the moſt Honourable 
for the Church, and alſo the moſt likely 
to increaſe the Numbers, and the Intereſts 
of it; why. muſt they not therefore be its 
Friends; or be ſo bitterly blam'd, becauſe 


they are of theſe Sentiments; and cannot 


reach, as they ſuppoſe, the Exceſſes of o- 
thers? Their Brethren had need to be very 
well aſſured of the Truth and Preference of 


their own Diſpoſitions, and of their greater 


Agreeableneſs to either Reaſon or Scripture, 
before they cenſure ſo highly thoſe of o- 
thers. 7 . %% l od 
. Jo the mean Time, as they take it hei- 
nouſly from ſome, to be accus'd of Popery, 

the Spirit of Perſecution, of promoting Arbi- 
trary Power, or of being in the Intereſts of 
the Pretender; ſo ſure it is barbarous, on the 


other Hand, to accuſe their Lom- Church Bre- 


thren, of being for Presbytery, for undermin- 
ing the Charch, for Republicaniſu, Fanati- 


_ tifm, or ſuch like: Sedition, or Rebellion, 


hath been frequently mixt with theſe Cha- 
; | | racters; 


| a, 
i raters; but it concerns fome others at this 
Iime, to ſee that they are no Favourers of 
. hems. 2153807; enf95if 0-1 ARE 
1B Having finiſh'd this Excurſion, if yet it 
F be an Excurſion, I demand now again, What 
| bath the King done to diſoblige any, but 
| what, more or leſs, all his Predeceſſors ha ve 
: 
| 


done before Him? the late pious QUEEN 
eminently and repeatedly ; that is, made 
Choice of ſuch Miniſters, -or Perſons, to 
ferve Her, in whatſoever Poſt, as She lik'd 
| beſt; and was not the Liberty with Eager- 
1 neſs pleaded for in the late Reign? So long 
39 as nothing 1s done contrary unto any Law, 
|| and all the Conſtitutions are obſerv'd, where 
1s is the fo juſt Offence to the Subject? Or if 
the Perſons or Officers we eſteem beft are 
1 not employ'd, is this a Ground preſently 
| | ſor Diſaffection or Sedition ? The greateſt 
Grounds with many will not juſtifte, they 
have told us, the leaſt Diſloyalty: What 
. muft this then that is here ſpoken of be able 
to juſtiſie? If the Church and Nation 
were to be mutinous and diſaffected every 
time they find a Miniſtry changed, how 
often muſt they both be involv'd in Sedi- 
tion, or Diſaffection? The very Thought of 
the Caſe, or mention of the Thing, is mon- 
ſtrous and exorbitant; and eſpecially from 
any Members of the Eſtabliſh'd Church, 
who, above all others, have reproach'd 
E many 
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(9) 
many on theſe Accounts; and after the high- 
eſt Manner poſſible, made Profeſſions of a paſ- 


* 


five Loyalty and Obedience. It hath been 


often complained of, how ill our happy De- 
liverer, the late King William, of glorious and 
bleſſed Memory, was uſed by ſome Perſons; 
and what Clogs they were to the Wheels of 
his Government: And this hath been thought 
by ſome not the greateſt Encouragement to 
his preſent Majeſty, on his Entrance upon the 
Throne, to venture at ſuch Mixtures and In- 
terferings of things as then happened. But 
theſe being Matters of a more occult Nature, 
they ſhall, not be farther touched by me. 

I confeſs, I never was ſo puzzled, to ac- 
count for the Conduct of the Generality of 
our Brethren, and ſo other Members of our 
Church, as at this Day. It is certainly, in 
my Opinion, and that of abundance more, the 
wrongeſt Step they ever took. lt is indeed 
by many lamented and deplored : And I moſt 
heartily wiſh, they may ſpeedily and effectu- 
ally be ſenſible of it. They ſee already the 


Miſchiefs and the Conſequences of it: Which 


thoſe that can take a Pleaſrue in, I muſt 
own them to be hardier than my ſelf. Juſt- 


cordia Czves, & c. Whither have the mad, aud m:/p 


. . j CS 20 | 
inordinate Uiſcords of the. Nation carried us! Or 


beheld, if you pleaſe, the Fruits of em. 
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(10 
If ever the Spirit of Faction and Diviſion 
was broke looſe in any Nation, it is at pre- 


ſent in our own: Nay, what is moſt, as 
before, to be deplored, it unaccountably ra- 


geth within our own Church; and reacheth, 


in too great a Part, as well as in too exceſ- 
five a Degree, both the Clergy and the Laity 


of it. The Rebellion we now ſee had, in 


all likelihood, never been, if not encourag'd 


by the Heats and enormous Diſcontents there 


have been amongſt us: So that unhappily, 
and by conſequence, (a thing ſeriouſly to be 
thought of) even thoſe that in reality diſal- 
low it, have contributed, I fear, not a little 


to it: Which ſhould make 'em the more rea- 
dy, in a Way of Suitableneſs unto this, ex- 


preſly. to diſclaim the Sin, and the Evil of it. 
If indeed we laboured under palpable Op- 
preſſions, there would be the leſs Wonder: 
But u hat Hair of the Conſtitution, or of any | 
Man's Property, is there, as I hinted, illegal- | 
ly touched? And what but an evil Jealouſie, 
or unchriſtian Cenſure, can ſuggeſt to us, 
that they ever will? Theſe are earneſtly 
forbid in Scripture, even towards private Per- 


ſons; and much more by conſequence towards 


ſuch as are Publick, Optime præſumendum eſt 
de Magiſtratu, We are always to think the beſt 


of cur Governours, is an approvd Maxim: 


and eſpecially when their publick Characters 
in 
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(17 ) 


in the World ought much to incline our 


Minds to it. | 

would demand therefore here, in Proſe- 
cution of my Queries, if our Prince be not 
one that harh been well known and tried in 


the World? If any that we know of hath 


a fairer Character? If he was not highly 
lovd and reverd by the Countries and 


Subjects he hath left? IF, tho' fo abſolute in 


his Power, he ruled *em not with Wiſdom, 


Juſtice, and Clemency ? If he be not emi - 


nent for his Prudence and Firmneſs of Tem- 


per? for his Honour, Probity, Faith, Courage, 
Goodneſs, and the like ? If his very Counte- 


' nance be not a ſort of Indix to theſe his Vir- 
tues? And if he hath not brought over a 


Princely Race, and Royal Progeny with him ? 
If his Houſe at large be not famous and il- 


luſtrious for Honour and Antiquity, and alſo 


good Princes, yielding to few or none in the 
whole Empire? If, both earlier and later, he 


be not doubly related to the Royal Family 
of this Kingdom? If the Blood, as well of 


the Plantagenets, as Stuarts, be not mixt in 
him? If, to conclude this, he be not both a 


religious Prince, and a firm Proteſtant ; aud 
one that is of equal Intereſt and Eſteem with 


Foreign Princes ? 
And yet this is the Prince that we cannot 
reliſh: That we have ſuch evil Thoughts of, 


| becauſe he happens not to prove a High 


B 2 Church 
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Churchman ; and to pleaſe us, as to Party, 
upon his firſt coming ; tho' we enjoy other- 


wiſe, and are like to enjoy, the entire Benefits 
of our Laws and Religion. One would think, 


that the better way was, by Peace, and our 
Duty, ee ing ſome Diſcouragements 
of this kind, to ſhew our ſelves at once both 
good Chriſtians and good Subjects; and by 
Methods of true Loyalty, recommend our 
ſelves to his Favour and Eſteem : Not on all 
Occaſions venting our Diſlike, or our Diſaffe- 
ction; but out of Regard, both to God and 


our King, and to the common Peace and Be- 


nefit of the Nation, behaving our ſelves with 
Quietneſs under him. 

But this it is over haſtily at the firſt to 
follow Paſſions and Prejudices : And being 
once engaged, 'tis ſometimes difficult to make 
a good and timely Retreat. This it is to 
be unawares led, by the Craft and Conduct 
of others, over-warmly to eſpouſe their Inte- 


, reſts and Meaſures: As if becauſe ſome great 


Perſons in Place before, and ſo others are re- 


moved, the Foundations of the Earth were 


removed with *em : And neither Church nor 
Stare could now ſtand, while they do not: As 
if without 'em, they had not before ſtood, 


and are not after them like, with the Bleſſing 
5 of God, to ſtand for cver. 


(33) 


But thus tis ordinary to become the Tools 


of others, and. for the People to be managed 
by ſome artful Players of their Game above. 
Nay, even ſuch a Perſon as Mr. Leſley him- 
ſelf, tho' ſo different in his Way and Soul 
from us, and that muſt needs think fo ill of 
us; (we have not forgot their Charges of 
Apoſtacy, Perjury, and what not) ſhall yer 
perhaps have a greater Influence over us, 


than three Quarters of our Biſhops put to- 


gether : Such is our Diſpoſition, and Conſi- 
ſtency with our ſelves. - "pets 
Being on theſe Subjects, I would demand here 


again, whether there be any great Caule to 
YZ boaſt fo much of the late Miniſtry ; the Acti- 


ons, or the Perſons of the Chief them; their 
Treatment of ſome of the prime Miniſters 
that went before em, and eſpecially our re- 
nowned General, by ſome of their Inſtruments, 
after the vileſt Manner ; the Peace, with the 
Way and-Manner of it, that was concluded 
by em; the Confuſions that were begun, 
and which, ſo far as appeared, they were like 
to end in; the horrid fatal Diſturbances, 
which they gave the Queen, of ever-glorious 
Memory; nay, the Agonies, as well as Difft- 
culties, which they threw Her into; inſomuch 
that what Changes might have enſued, even 


in Her Majeſty's Time, had She ſurviv'd theſe 


Troubles, is hard to ſay. 


And 


(14) 
And now with regard to the calling any to 
Account; if they have done nothing more 
than ordinarily criminal, or more than all Mi- 
niſters, in a way of common Infirmity, may 
be ſuppoſed to do, God forbid, ſiy I, that 
they ſhould ever come to any unjuſt Suffer- 
ings. But if it ſhall appear, that they have 
done Things that are truly criminous, accord- 
ing to our Laws; and without due Autho- 
rity in the Queen's Reign it ſelf; that they 
are not the Perſons they were taken to be; 
that by Arts, and ſome Shews, to ſerve their 
own Intereſts, their Avarice, or Ambition, 
they impoſed upon the Queen, Parliament, 
and Nation ; and taking Advantage of their 
Power, and the Diſpoſitions of the Kingdom, 
did moſt highly miſchievous and unjuſt things; 
and betray d 'em in reality, inſtead of ſer- 
tl} ving them: * If this, I fay, be the Caſe, (tho 
14 pretend not my ſelf to be the Judge of it; 
} and the greateſt, nobleſt, and wiſeſt Perſons 
| that we have (and what ſhould be deſired 
1 more) will be the Judges of it; but if this, 
169 I ſay, be the Caſe) why ſhould any be fo 
1 impatient at the whole Matter its coming to 
hi a fair Hearidg and Trial; and ſo the Perſons 
{| concerned in it? If People would lay — 
Jl | ; Paſ- 
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* Soe the Report of the Secret Commitgee, Would ever 
any, as a Lord there doth, ſpeak of irg beirg in Tocy's 
Power to hang him g and another, had they acted nothing 
bur what was juſt and legal, and for the Gcod of their 
Country, 
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Paſſion, and more peaceably, as well as 
coolly, conſider things, they would not run 
into ſuch Heats about em. Let *em com- 
plain of any Oppreſſion, or Injuſtice, when 
they ſee it : So far as appears, there is none 
that hath as yet fall'n upon any: Nor, I 
hope, and am perſuaded, ever will. If any 
thing, in virtue of ſome new Laws, hath 
been done of late, which they. do not like, 
what 1s it more than what the Rioters and 
Seditious have brought upon themſelves ? 
Tis plain, that ſome are fled from Ju- 
ſtice; and not only fled, but have conver- 
ſed beyond Sea with ſuſpected Perſons ; 
nay, few, I believe, doubt of their Meaſures. 
"Tis plain, that a Rebellion is broke out in 
Scotland; and lately alſo in ſome neighbour- 
ing Parts. Tis plain, there was a Plot to 
have had the like in ſome other Places: 
And we ſee not yet to the End of it. We 
may ſee in the mean while the deſperate 
Meaſures that by many Perſons have been ſet 
on Foot: And this to make way for I know 
not what mad Scene of Popery and Slavery, 
of Peril and Confuſion, by all the fineſt 
Words, and ſpecious popular Appearances 
that can be offered unto us. | 
Had ſuch a thing as this, or the being for 
the Pretender, been charg'd upon many, 
ſome time ſince, it would have been thought 
the utmoſt Malice and Scandal ; but we 


7 ſee 


| "30 3 
ſee notwithſtanding what hath happened: 
This may teach us not to be over-zealous 
for Things or Perſons before we well know 
them: And fince there is now ſo plain a. 
Rebellion and Treaſon diſcover?d, what re- 
mains, but that all conſcientious Sons of 
the Church, be they Clergy, or others, do 
entirely renounce 'em: There'is no Mean 
now between being for the Pretender, and 
encouraging the Rebellion, tho through 
Oaths and Perjury, with the moſt horrid 
Mockings both of God and Man; and the 
aſſiſting, as need is, King George; the pray- 
ing heartily for Him, and promoting openly 
he Safety and Tranquillity of his Govern- 
A 7B T6) ee 
It is enough, and too much, that for ſome 
rticular Cauſes, Scotland hath begun this 
nnatural Rebellion againſt their lawful 
Prince: But that Exgland alſo, and man 
Members of our Church, ſhould join in it, 
and many more perhaps wiſh it ſecretly 
| Succeſs, is ſtill more amazing and unac- 
countable, > PET 
I have already obſerved, and for what 
Reaſons, with what a particular ill Grace 
ſuch a ſeditious Humour and Rebellion as 
this, muſt look from the Church at this 
Time, and in the Circumſtances we are in. 
| Never ſure did it fo loſe its Luſtre, or de- 
part from its Principles, as at preſent ; Ne- 
| ver 
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(17) 
ver gave it that Offence to its Governours, 
or Advantage .to its Adverſaries, that it 
dothy for too many, at this Juncture. There 
hath been much Talk of 41; but who are 
now the mutinous and rebellious, but thoſe 
that are the great Reproachers of the Men 
of thoſe Times? Tam loth to add the 
Words of a certain Perſon, that they follow 
em in a ſort, with leſs Senſe, leſs Remorſe, and 


leſs Provocation. Noi ni ThE | 

Wherein, if we go on, do we exceed o- | 
thers? TIT am ſorry here to temember and | | 
apply that Paſſage in Job, Ch. i. 11. Pat 
, #3 forth now: thine Hand, and touch him, and he 
will curſe thee'to thy Face. Nay, in an illegal 
| Way, here is no touching Body, Liberty, or 
Goods, and yet we cannot be eaſie, or bleſs 


. HK God and the King, for all the real Happi- | 
1 nes we) do enjoy... 7 ngotw | 
7 In my Conſcience, I do believe, that we 
{ may be as happy a People as any in the 


y World, I had almoſt faid, the moſt happy; 
if we can but diſcern and be ſenſible of it. 
O nimium beatos bona ſi ſua norint | O bat too 
t bappy Britons, I had almoft faid again if 
2 they can but ſee their own Happineſs ! Doth it 
*W not plainly look like Judgment, and De- 
mentation upon us, that we have no more 


18 2 + wp . | 

J Power to reliſh; or to enjoy the Bleſſings _ 
at we are under? What is this, but Ekel. vi. 14 
a 2. The abounaing with all things, and yet the 


hot 


(18) 
not having Power to eat thereof? What is 
this but the State of Tantalus? Or, as one 
hath well obſerved, the 1/raelites, their mur- 
muring with the Manna in their Mouths ? 

What ſhould ever incline us to think, 
that his Majeſty, or his Minifters, ſhould 
ever overthrow, if they could, our ei- 
ther Church or State? Or what, when 
they have done, ſhould they place in their 
ſtead? Will the King dethrone himſelf, 
and ſo his Family after him, for the ſetting 
up of a Common Miealth? Or will he, and 
his Biſhops, deſtroy Epiſcopacy, for the ſetting 
up of Presbytery, Independency, or the like? 
Or what Intereſt can the Whigs at large 
have, to deſtroy. the Church, againſt their 
Oaths, Settlements, Judgments, and Decla- i 
rations, for the bringing in no Body knows 
What, unleſs. it be Anarchy or Confuſion, | 
in the room of it? oe | 
Tis 1 think what Pannicks | 
we are fometimes preſod with: And what | 
unreaſonable Jealouſies are made by ſome to 
prevail over us : Who make oftentimes - a | 
Stalking-Horſe of Religion, and give out | 
the Watch-Word, that the Church is in Dan- 
ger, when their own: corrupt Intereſts on- 
ly, theii Places and their Profits, are fo: Or 


rather actually, as of late, departed from 
them. 


' I 


( 19 ) | 
I have heard of Perſons that have been 
frighted with a Plot ſaid to be laid to blow up 


the Thames: I can ſcarce forbear Sampling 


it with the preſent Plot. pretended to blow 
up the Church. A 
lf you pleaſe to procure that Sober Pam» 
phlet, entitled, The beſt Method of Supplying: 


the Defedts of the late Peace; or to that pur- 


poſe; I believe it will ſatisſie you, that 
the Intereſts of the Church and King are 
inſeparable; that the Church: muſt of 
Neceſſity ſupport the King, ang the King 
the Church: And may this Intereſt' and 
Union of the Church and Crown be in- 
ſeparable, fay I, in this fort for ever. 
 *Tis time now to eaſe your Patience, 


and to think of concluding. All that I 


can add is, if we muſt be given up to a 
Spirit of Diviſion, nay, to Blood and Di- 
ſtraction, God is righteous in his Judg- 


ments, and there is no Remedy. If we 
look to the Generality, it cannot be denied, 


but that we are a factious and a reſtleſs, a 
wicked and a looſe People: and there ſeem 
indeed to be the Marks of a Divine, a 
judicial Blindneſs or Phrenzy upon us. 


- But as one faid bluntly, but over-truly, 


If People will be mad, they muit be mad till 
they are ſober again. I confeſs it is a ſharp 
Title in a late Printed Sermon, but what 
from the Text. was but over-natural ; 

GA when 
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when the Author call'd it, The Witehcraft 
| fore preſent Rebellion. Nor is it a leſs 

art and ſenſible Obſervation, which an- 
other hath made in a Diſcourſe preach'd 
upon a more Publict Occaſion, in theſe 
Words: „ But the difference of Times 
* hath raiſed different Sentiments in the 
% Breaſts of Men: And the Man that 
could preſs the Conſcience with unli- 
«.mited Obedience Yeſterday, can con- 
« ſcientiouſſy to Day mutter Rebellion in 


every Corner of our Streets.” Shall! 


mind you further of that Satyr of others, 
when they ſpeak of Mon, reſiſting Rebels, 
Paſſive-Obedience Rioters, Aljuring Jacobites, 
and Frenchified Engliſhmen. I ſhall rather 
ſay, Padet hes opprobria, &c. It grieves 
one to ſee ſuch Reproaches caſt, and fo 
little to be ſaid in Anſwer to them. 

| Seriouſly theſe things are wonderfully 
contradictious, (I wiſh I might not add 
ſomething elſe too) and if we are realg. | 
Chriſtians, deſerve a very ſober Conſide- 
ration. We may go on in our Madneſs, 
and in our Sin; and much Miſchief may 
be done by it: but it is my firm Opinion, 
from more Confiderations than I think 
needful to mention, that it will end in the 
Confuſion of thoſe that diſturb the Go- 
vernment at the laſt. It is a fad Reflex- 
ion in the mean time, that, as Country- 


, 
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men and Brethren, We ſhould be thus de- 
mentated : And after ſo many Glories and 


Victories abroad, come thus at laſt to hate, 
and to ſheath even the Sword it ſelf in one 


another's Bowels. 

Pardon me, Sir, if I ſpeak with all the 
Freedom that the Subject requires. There 
is no mincing of Matters now. Things 


are gone too far for that: but not, | hope, for 


the Amendment of them: Which I confeſs 
I wiſh, and very heartily pray for, upon 
many Accounts. Numbers may ſupport 
Perſons in whatſoever way ; but they can 
never juſtifie, . or ſanctifie Things that are 
truly wrong. I may be thought perhaps 
to have preſs'd Matters too cloſe and 


home; but when the Nation is on Fire, is 
it not a Time to ſpeak, and that with ſome 


Earneſtneſs? And while the higher fort 
of Church-men are ſo unkind in their Cen- 
{ures, to fay nothing. worſe, towards thoſe 
that are lower, can it be expected, but that 
both in Juſtice and Charity theſe ſhould 
ſpeak for themſelves ; and ſhew at the ſame 
time the Exceſs of others 0 8 
I would to Gop we 
Things, as we ought to do, that make 
for Peace; and-that in all Circumſtances 
are moſt agreeable to our Chriſtian Duty : 


But that Soberneſs and Charity which 


ought to be moſt prevalent, are, I fear, the 
. | moſt 


ould all ſee the: 
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molt wanting among w. I wiſh 1 may 


not in a ſort apply that of the Prophet; 


ſaying only yet in general, Things are 
thus carried; and the People love to have 


it ſo, that is, Abundance of them, and. 


what will ye do in the End thereof? | 
As to the actual Rebellion that is now 
on Foot, it is Sir William Temple's Obſer- 
vation, That Inſurrections are ſeldom for- 
midable, where the Commonalty find them 


ſelves eaſie: as they muſt needs do, as to 
all Legal Rights, in the preſent Reign: 


and ſo cannot be ſuppoſed, without the 
utmoſt Madneſs, to be ſpirited up by Zea : 
lots 'or Politicians, for any great Numbers, | 
into the Ways of Sedition : And accor- 
dingly they are obſerv'd amongſt our 
ſelves, to mind their own Buſineſs; and to 
wonder chiefly that People cannot be at 
Peace, and happy when they may. Nor 
will they long, 'tis hoped, continue in any 
Reſpects diſaffected to his Majeſty, when 
they ſee more and more the Equity, as well 
as Steddineſs, of his Perſon and Govern- 
ment. | . 
If this might do good, I wiſh it might 
be Publiſh'd to the whole Nation: but 
while fo many other Things are Printed 
without their due Effect, there is not over- 
much to be expected from this. Paſſion 


and Party are in ſome Caſes almoſt invin- 


cible: 
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ible: And it is Gov chiefly that in his 


good time muſt put an End to theſe Trou- 
bles. Tis neither Piping nor Mourning, 
when Men are fixed in their Prejudices, 
and their Animoſities are up, that will be 
eaſily regarded. The Tempeſt and the Fire 
are too great for that ſtiller Voice to be 
heard amongſt us. The beſt Friends that 
are, or the ſincereſt Well-wiſhers to both 
Church and State, can only do the - beſt 
that they are able for both: and mult leave 
then the whole to the Reaſons, or perhaps 
rather, to the Conſciences of Men, and to 
the Providence of Gop : Which I therefore 
very humbly and heartily do: And reſt, 


SIR, 


"Your very bumble Servant. 
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